
Ten Top Tips to improve your Music Medals experience 
 
Repertoire Search Engine 
If you always use the same pieces, explore something new with our repertoire search engine. 
There’s many pieces to choose from.  
 
Electronic Keyboard – remember your mark form choices 
For Electronic Keyboard assessments, please make sure you don’t mark the boxes marked ‘tone’ or 
‘intonation’. Also, make sure you’re using the appropriate grooves 
 
No piano? No problem 
During the Solo, your candidates may play either with an accompaniment (live or CD backing track) 
or unaccompanied. However, it doesn’t need to be a piano accompaniment, if you want to 
accompany on the guitar or any other instrument, (other than the instrument the candidate is 
playing) that’s also fine. 
 
Speedshifter app! 
Are the backing tracks too fast? Use ABRSM’s Speedshifter to slow them down for practice and 
during the assessments.  
 
No players? No problem 
Are you struggling to find players for your ensemble? The teacher can play one of the parts in 
Copper and Bronze Ensemble pieces. We understand that there may be occasions where it isn’t 
possible to have another student play in a duet at Silver, Gold or Platinum level (e.g. there is no 
suitably advanced pupil, or they are off ill on the day, etc.) In these cases, we will accept 
assessments where you play in a duet at Silver, Gold or Platinum level, but you must inform us by 
email before sending in the assessment. 
 
Don’t fill a cross in every line 
When filling in your report form, don’t fill in a cross in every line. Just cross the boxes to show 
particularly significant aspects of the performance. You’ll get a much more useful commentary at 
the end.  
 
Arrange and transpose to suit pupils 
You can arrange or transpose lines apart from the line that is being assessed to suit the group 
you’re working with. This includes transposing parts for any instrument. For example, say you 
teach a Violin, Trumpet and Bassoon in the same group, and your Violin student wishes to take a 
Music Medal, you can transpose and arrange the lines to be played by the trumpet and bassoon 
students. 
 
Tokens! 
Tokens are a great way to keep the admin work to a minimum. Get the parents to buy tokens to use 
in advance, or buy tokens in bulk to use for the rest of the academic year.  
 
Disable your pop-up blocker 
Turn off your pop-up blocker before you try to download your options tests  
 
Video uploads 
Video uploads is the easiest and least time consuming way to send your results to ABRSM.  
 
 

http://gb.abrsm.org/en/exam-booking/music-medals-search/
https://gb.abrsm.org/en/exam-support/practice-tools-and-applications/speedshifter/

